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Bread Loaf Writers Conference 


Fifteenth Annual Session 


AUGUST 14-28, 1940 


Sponsored by 
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 


Theodore Morrison, Director 


PURPOSE 


In 1940 THe Brean Loar Writers’ Conference will hold its fifteenth 
annual session. The Conference began as a pioneer attempt to provide 
for writers opportunities not to be found elsewhere. Since its origin 
it has served and still serves as a model for similar enterprises in many 
parts of the country. Its continuous experience and the distinguished 
roll of its staff members are evidence of its leadership and steadily in- 
creasing vigor. 

The Conference began with the notion that many writers would find 
it extremely helpful to be able to bring their manuscripts to a group 
of experienced professionals—writers, teachers, or editors—ain sur- 
roundings where direct discussion and criticism would be easy and 
pleasant. It has kept this idea as the core of its program. Its full plan 
of work provides: (1) informal classroom exposition and discussion 
of the technical problems of the main branches of writing—the short 
story, t the novel, verse, plays, articles, writing for children. E) “eme 
eS for group discussion of manuscripts Ey Conference members; 

(3) individual interviews with staff members for criticism of manu- 
ae (4) surveys and explanations by experts of publishing and 
a problems; (5) critical lectures of general interest on con- 
temporary writers and literary movements by staff members and visit- 
ing speakers. 

Thus the Conference is of interest to those who wish general in- 
struction in the main kinds of writing; to those who wish direct 
criticism of their own manuscripts; to those who wish information 
and advice about publishing; and to those who wish to come without 
manuscripts, simply to hear professional writers and eminent teachers 
discuss the literary craft. The Conference is specifically designed and 
planned for those who wish as far as they possibly can to be practising 
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writers; its primary aim is to give them a better conception, a more 
intelligent understanding, of the craft they wish to work at and of the 
conditions under which it is professionally practised. The Conference 
is also of interest to students of contemporary literature in this country, 
and to teachers, especially to college teachers of composition. 

The Conference does not take the view that a practising writer can 
be produced by education, formal training, or criticism; certainly not 
in two weeks. It believes that its program is rewarding in many ways 
and degrees to different individuals: as a pleasant and stimulating ex- 
perience; as an aid to the better understanding of the writer’s job; as 
a means of more rapid advancement toward the success of which a 
given individual is capable; as a source of wise counsel and helpful 
associations in particular publishing problems, where such problems 
may arise. 


STAFF AND PROGRAM 
VERSE 

Rosert Frost Mr. Frost’s association with the Con- 
ference began with its origin; he was 
one of those who helped to guide it at 
the start, and has continued to give it 
his intimate support and wise influ- 
ence. A collected edition of his poems, 
from A Boy’s Will through A Further 
Range, appeared in 1939. 


Lours UNTERMEYER Poet, Anthologist. Author of Heine; 
editor of Modern American and British 
Poetry, etc. Mr. Untermeyer’s auto- 
biography, From Another World, con- 
taining reminiscences of Vachel Lind- 
say, Amy Lowell, Elinor Wylie and 
others, appeared in 1939. 

Mr. Frost will give a series of talks and readings. 

Mr. Untermeyer will conduct classroom discussions of verse manu- 

scripts and will give individual interviews. 


FICTION 
Epira MIRRIELEES Professor of English at Stanford Uni- 
versity, authority on the short story. 


Author of The Story Writer, etc. 
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Bread Loaf Little Theatre and Library 


HELEN EVERITT 


WALLACE STEGNER 


Jonn Marquanp 


ELEANOR CHILTON 


Magazine writer and former literary 
agent. 

Author of Remembering Laughter (win- 
ning novelette in the Little, Brown 
contest, 1937); On a Darkling Plain, 
1940; magazine writer. 

Author of the Mr. Moto stories; of 
Lord Timothy Dexter, The Late George 
Apley, (Pulitzer Prize novel) Wickford 
Point, etc. 

Eleanor Chilton (Mrs. Herbert Agar) 
is the author of three novels, Shadows 
Waiting, Burning Fountain, and Follow 
the Furies; also a volume of poems, Fire, 
Sleet, and Candlelight (with Herbert 
Agar and Willis Fisher). 


Miss Mirrielees will lecture on short story technique, conduct 


manuscript ‘“‘clinics,” and give personal interviews. 


ma 
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views. 





Mrs. Everitt will assist Miss Mirrielees, dealing especially with 
gazine writing, its technical features and its marketing. 
Mr. Stegner will deal with the novel in lectures, clinics, and inter- 


Mr. Marquand will take part in two or more fiction clinics. 
Mrs. Agar will actas a special consultant in the novel, reading manu- 


scripts and conferring with the authors. 
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PLAYWRITING 
Jonn W. Gassner 


WALTER Pricuaro Eaton 


sonal interviews. 


ARTICLE WRITING 
FLETCHER PRATT 


WALTER PricmarD EATON 


scripts. 


CRITICISM 
HerscueL BRICKELI 




























Head of the playreading department 
of The Theatre Guild; instructor in 
playwriting at Hunter College, New 
York; memberof the New York Drama 
a Circle. Editor of Twenty Best 

Plays of the American Theatre; author of 
Masters of the Drama, etc. 


Head of the work in playwriting at 
the Yale School of the Drama. 


Mr. Gassner will deal with the drama in lectures, clinics, and per- 





Mr. Eaton will give an evening lecture on the contemporary theatre. 


Author of Hail Caesar!, Ordeal by Fire, 
The Lost Battalion (in collaboration), 
and many other books; pulp writer 
and editor; contaba of articles to 
The Satur day Evening Post, The American 
Mercury, Esquire, Te S Saturday Review 


of Literature, and many other magazines. 
J O 


Besides his work in the drama, Mr. 
Eaton has written many volumes of 
personal essays, garden books, books 
for boys, etc. 


Mr. Pratt will deal with the article in lectures, clinics, and inter- 
views; he will emphasize the practical aspects of article-writing, and 
will give actual training to the article-writing group by oral 
assignments’’ and other means. 

Mr. Eaton will conduct discussions of the personal and literary 
essay, and of opportunities for writing about nature, local Sane and 
other personal interests. He will alee discuss the writing of radio 


Former literary editor of The New 


York Post. 


Mr. Brickell will give lectures, clinics, and interviews on book re- 
viewing and critical writing. 








Verse clinic, Mr. Untermeyer conducting. 


JUVENILE WRITING 
BARBARA FLEURY 


Author of Luckypiece, Runaway Deer 
(books for children); lecturer; auth- 
ority on school library work for child- 
ren. 


Miss Fleury will give lectures, clinics, and interviews on writing for 


children. 


PUBLICATION ADVISERS 
C. Raymonp Everitt 


ALAN (COLLINS 


Executive Vice-President of Little, 
Brown € Co. 

Literary agent; head of the New York 
ofhce of Curtis Brown, Ltd. 


Mr. Everitt will discuss book publishing, contracts, rights, etc. 
Mr. Collins will discuss magazine publishing, rights, and the rela- 


tions of authors and agents. 


VISITING SPEAKER 
HERBERT AGAR 


Editor of the Louisville Courier-Jour- 
nal, Louisville, Kentucky; Pulitzer 
Prize winner in history; author of The 
Pursuit of Happiness, etc. 


5 








Mr. Collins and Mr. Everitt Inn, Theatre, i 








ison and Mr. Frost Mr. Agar and Mr. Gassner 





catre, and Library Miss Mirrielees and a Conference member. 











DIRECTOR OF THE CONFERENCE 
Tueopore Morrison Author of The Serpent in the Cloud 
(narrative poem) and Notes of Death 

and Life (poems). Contributor of re- 

views, essays, and poems to the Atlan- 

tic Monthly, Harper’s, The Saturday Re- 


view of Literature, and other magazines. 


ADMISSION 


Two classes of membership in the Conference are offered: 
(1) Those who wish to bring manuscripts to Bread Loaf for criti- 
cism by the staff should apply Fr admission as Contributors. 
(2) Those who do not wish to submit manuscripts should apply 
for en as Auditors. 


1) Contributors 


CONTRIBUTORS are asked to a examples of their work, published 
or unpublished, at the time of application. The object of asking for these 
examples is to provide as far as possible that contributing members of 
the Conference shall be likely to profit by the criticism of the staff. 
Those who do not seem likely to profit by staff criticism will be advised 
not to enroll as Contributors. 

Admission as a Contributor should in no sense be taken as an indica- 
tion of the sort of criticism which the applicant should expect from 
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staff members after reaching Bread Loaf. Nor should it be taken as a 
judgment on the merits or promise of the work submitted. It repre- 
sents only the careful but not infallible opinion ofa preliminary manu- 
script reader that the applicant may reasonably expect to profit as a 
writer by the instruction, criticism, and associations of Bread Loaf. 

No criticism of any manuscript will be given before the Conference 
begins. 


(2) Auditors 


Aubrrors may attend all lectures, discussions, “‘clinics,’’ and other 
general meetings of the Conference. They may not submit manuscripts 
for staff criticism; otherwise their privileges are in no way different 
from those of Contributors. 


HOW TO APPLY FOR ADMISSION 


(1) Write for application blanks to Language Schools Office, Mid- 
dlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. 


(2) If you desire admission as a Contributor, forward examples of 
your published or unpublished work at the same time that you return 
your application blank. As much material may be submitted as you feel 
is necessary to represent fairly the range and quality of your work. 

All manuscript must be clearly typewritten, and will be returned 





Bread Loaf Library 
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Bread Loaf Mountain—Middlebury College Mountain Campus 





only if accompanied by full postage or clear directions for return by 
express collect. A full and clear address should be written on all manu- 
script as well as on all letters. Address your application, with manu- 
script, to Richard L. Brown, Assistant to the Director, Bread Loaf 
Writers’ Conference, Middlebury, Vermont. (Do not address corres- 
pondence to Bread Loaf, Vermont, before August 14.) 

Some time may pass before manuscript can be returned, and 1t will 
therefore be an advantage to keep copies. 


(3) If you desire admission as an Auditor, return your application, 
without manuscript, to Richard L. Brown. Take care to indicate that 
you wish admission as Auditor. 


FEES 


(1) For Contributors: 

The charge for membership in the Conference for Contributors 1s 
$100.00, plus the charge for a room in the Bread Loaf Inn or one of the 
cottages. The fee of $100.00 includes charges for tuition and board 
for the duration of the Conference. Rooms may be had at a cost of 
$8.00 to $42.00 for the full term. Address all correspondence in re- 
gard to rooms to Miss Virginia Ingalls, Language Schools Ofhce, 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vermont. A deposit of $5.00 
should be made with her on or before August 1. Make all checks payable 
to Middlebury College. Absolutely no refunds in case of cancellation. 
(2) For Auditors: 

The charge for Auditors is $75.00 plus room charges. Auditors may 
enroll for one week at $50.00 plus room charges, but otherwise there 
will be no deduction for part-time attendance. 

Any person whose application for membership in the Conference 
has been accepted, and who has accordingly contracted for board and 
tuition on this understanding, will be required to abide by this arrange- 
ment after reaching Bread Loaf. The Conference, however, reserves the 
right to request the withdrawal of any member. 


DATES 


Tur Conrerence begins with the noon meal on registration day, 
Wednesday, August 14, and concludes with breakfast on Wednesday 
morning, August 28. Members traveling by train or bus should buy 
tickets for Middlebury, Vermont. Free transportation from Middle- 
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bury to Bread Loaf is provided on August 14, and from Bread Loaf to 
Middlebury on August 28. Those who bring manuscripts to Bread 
Loaf should bring them 1f possible in their hand luggage, so that they 
may be submitted to the Director on registration day. 


FELLOWSHIPS 


Tue Conrerence offers each year a number of fellowships to writers 
of marked promise who are nominated and recommended by publishers, 
editors, well-known authors, literary agents, or teachers. Ordinarily, 
fellowship holders have some definite achievement already to their 
credit, in the form of one or more published books or prominent con- 
tributions to magazines. Their presence is an additionally stimulating 
and enriching influence at the Conference. 

Among our fellows in recent years have been Josephine Johnson 
(proposed by The Atlantic Monthly); George Marion O’Donnell (pro- 
posed by John Crowe Ransom and Donald Davidson); James Still 
(proposed by Viking Press); Robert Francis (proposed by Macmil- 
lan); Eleanor Delamater (proposed by Curtis Brown, Ltd.); Harriet 
Hassell (proposed by Harper and Brothers); Theodore Straus (pro- 
posed by Little, Brown); Elizabeth Davis, (proposed by Bread Loaf 
School of English); Samuel French Morse (proposed by Robert Hill- 


yer); Holmes Alexander (proposed by Harper and Brothers); and 
others. 


RECREATION AND SURROUNDINGS 


Mouxrarm-cLimBrnG, horse-back riding, tennis, and other games are 
available at or immediately about Bread Loaf Inn. Golf courses are 
available at Middlebury, Brandon, or farther afield; and swimming at 
Lake Dunmore. 

Bread Loaf Inn is a hotel of picturesque history and exceptional 
situation. It stands in the midst of one of the most magnificent forest 
tracts in the Eastern states. It is well up in the Green Mountains, 
which overlook the Champlain Valley. The nearest community, a few 
miles down the road, is the village of Ripton, where old-fashioned 
square dancing thrives with great vitality and annually attracts visitors 


from Bread Loaf. 


Bread Loaf School ot English 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT 
June 28 to August 11, 1940 H. G. Owen, Director 


A GRADUATE SCHOOL LIMITED IN NUMBERS, OFFERING A WIDE SELECTION OF 
COURSES IN LITERARY HISTORY, THE ART OF WRITING, AND PLAY PRODUCTION, 
ALL LEADING THE TO M.A. DEGREE. BREAD LOAF PROVIDES A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
FOR COMBINING A SUMMER VACATION IN THE HEART OF THE GREEN MOUNTAINS 
WITH STUDY UNDER NATIONALLY FAMOUS INSTRUCTORS. 


FACULTY 


George K. Anderson, Brown University Lucia B. Mirrielees, University of Montana 
Raymond F. Bosworth, Simmons College Hortense Moore, Ohio Wesleyan University 
Reuben A. Brower, Amherst College Ruth Conniston Morize, Simmons College 
Donald Davidson, Vanderbilt University Theodore Morrison, Harvard University 
Theodore M. Greene, Princeton University John Crowe Ransom, Kenyon College 


Hewette E. Joyce, Dartmouth College Randall Stewart, Brown University 
Alfred Kreymborg, poet, playwright, and James Southall Wilson, University of Vir- 
lecturer gina 


Lectures and Entertainments 


Robert Frost, Marjorie Nicolson, Edward Weeks, Allen Tate, 
John Mason Brown, Paul Rosenfeld, String Quartet 


Courses 

Classical Tradition in English Poetry; Modern American Poetry; American Ballads; 
Seminar in Writing; Analysis of Poetry; Modern British Poetry; The Literature of 
Colonial New England; Emerson, Thoreau, and Hawthorne; The Seventeenth Cen- 
tury Lyric; Teaching of English; English Poets of the Romantic Movement; Modern 
English Novel; Play Production; Comparative Literature of the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
Centuries; Johnson and His Circle; History of the English Language; Chaucer; 
Eighteenth Century Poetry; The Philosophy of Literature and the Fine Arts; The 
Age of Milton; The American Novel; Elizabethan Music 





BREAD LOAF INN— rta RESIDENCE OF THE SCHOOL AND CONFERENCE 
IS AN OLD INN, WHICH ACCOMMODATES TRANSIENT OR PERMANENT GUESTS, WHO 
ARE ADMITTED TO LECTURES AND ENTERTAINMENTS AND, UPON PAYMENT OF A 
FEE, TO CLASSES. 


FURTHER INFORMATION MAY BE SECURED FROM THE DIRECTOR 








